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Closing Night Shenanigans and Trades

Let’s Party! Celebrate the culmination of another Comedy Festival with the 4th Annual Comedy @ 
Trades Awards, the most random awards ceremony this side of the Oscars. Who were the 
winners? Who were the losers? Who will take out The Groggy Squirrel Awards? Relive the laughs 
with short and sweet spots from our very talented family of performers. Then get on the good foot 
with the incomparable DJ Andrew McClelland.

Comedy Festival, Comedy @ Trades

Tickets FREE

If you think K-Rudd’s stimulus package is impressive then Free @ Trades is sure to stimulate you 
and stave off the recession blues with another bank vault full of hilarious, yet thrifty, reasons to 
save your hard-earned this Comedy Festival. 
 
Catch Comic Book Funny, a series of free events celebrating comical comics, in any form. Puns! 
Subtlety! Dick Jokes! We love them all, and you can too! 
 
Tim Tam? Scotch Finger? Perhaps you’re more of an Iced Vo-Vo? Let Mr and Mrs Bert and Betty 
Bircher work out your inner Biscuit with The Biscuit Readings as their all terrain tea trolley does 
the rounds of Bella Union. Indulge in a hot cuppa and release your inner biscuit! 
 
The battle for musical supremacy continues as Eurovision 2010 reaches its exciting crescendo, 
have we finally found Australia’s answer to ABBA? After a hotly contested season Eurovision 2010 
will go right down to the wire! 
 
Don’t blame it on the sunshine, moonlight or good times, blame it on Comedy @ Trades as Bella 
Union boogies on until the wee hours with a tasty selection of beats and treats provided by 
 
The Celine Dionne Warwick Capper Blues Explosion DJs!

Comedy Festival, Comedy @ Trades

It used to be that celebrities were born of talent…or crime. But with the birth of reality TV, 
celebrity has become a lottery. Are you holding a winning ticket without realising it? Come to 
Deborah Frances-White's How Almost Anyone Can Become an Overnight Celebrity and let this 
engaging UK performer share with you her rigorous research on the secrets of celebrity and how 
she convinced London media that she was one. 
 
From winning 'Deal Or No Deal' in an attempt to win back an ex-girlfriend, through encountering 
multiple flashers on a mountain in Spain, to accidentally punching a girl in the face (twice) in front 
of 50 people, Dave Bushell has done some stuff in his life. You would think that he'd have learnt 
some lessons from that; that there would be a moral at the end of his stories, but he hasn't, and 
there isn't, and in Let The Kid Go we find that things just don't work like that. 
 
Who Is Priscilla Irving? It’s the question on everyone’s lips, so in this portable, almost entirely 
aural comedy experience Lou Sanz explores this perplexing question by trawling through the crap 
from her life. Now residing in the Bystander Bar. 
 
10 years of comedy, 10 years of steady decline. In 10th Anniversary of Failure, Nick Caddaye 
revisits past shows about time traveling improvisers, the gold rush, a doomed German circus, a 
108 year old drug addict and shows us what a decade of largely ignored comedy gets you. 
 
It’s back! With added faux-campfire! Storytellers’ Club, the cult phenomenon of the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival returns to Trades Hall in 2009. After 2008’s successful debut, Storytellers’ returns 
with more magical eves of bedtime stories and campfire tales. Each show features different 
comedians and musicians from all over the globe weaving tales to blow your mind and break your 
heart. 
 
The Anarchist Guild Social Committee present A Fine Selection, a collection of some of Australia's 
finest young comics coming together to present a brand new extravaganza of sketch comedy 
goodness. AGSC present their final selection of pure, unalloyed mirth, carefully selected from the 
past year of their regular monthly Trades Hall show. 
 
Combine the sheer, childlike absurdism of Buster Keaton with the deft physical intonation of 
Charlie Chaplin and you have Sam Wills: The Boy with Tape on His Face. This exciting one-man 
show from New Zealand has been attracting attention across the globe for the past four years, 
racking up armfuls of awards for ‘Best Show’, ‘Best Show Concept’ and a nomination for ‘Best 
Newcomer’ at the Melbourne Comedy Festival. 
 
Alexis Dubus - A Bl**dy Brief History Of Swearing is one man's attempt to discover why a handful 
of words in the English language still have the power to shock, offend and amuse in equal 
measure. Sure there are plenty of shows containing swearing in Melbourne this year, but only one 
that goes into detail about our wonderful 4-lettered friends. 
 
Lawrence Leung and Andrew McClelland are Time Ninjas. They’ve have stumbled upon time travel 
and now they're going forward to the past to make things better. Hopefully. The duo who asked 
you to join their Somewhat Secret Secret Society Show present a mind-bending comedy that will 
go down in history...or potentially destroy it. Time Ninjas has also just been nominated for the 
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Squirrel Grip Critics Choice award in the Groggy Squirrel awards!

The Biscuit Readings

Venue The Bella Union bar in Trades Hall

Date Wednesday to Friday every week during Comedy Festival

Time 7.30-8.30pm

Born to brew, Mr and Mrs Bert and Betty Bircher will be wandering around Trades Hall from 
7.30pm Wednesday-Fridays with their all terrain tea trolley. They’ll sit you down and help you find 
out the truth; are you more Tim Tam than Barbecue Shape? Perhaps you’re more of an Iced Vo 
Vo? Let Bert and Betty whip you up a nice cuppa and sort your inner biscuit out.

Enhance TV ATOM awards – Australia and New Zealand

Date Entries officially open Thursday 16 April, 2009

Enhance TV ATOM awards – Australia and New Zealand's most prestigious awards for 
achievements in Film, Television, Animation and Multimedia (including video games).  
 
Production houses, students, game developers, educational resource developers, independent film 
makers, documentary makers, animators, multimedia developers… anyone who has produced 
anything for the screen is encouraged to enter the 2009  
 
This year, the ATOM Awards program will recognise and celebrate excellence, featuring thirty six 
awards across three categories - Student, Educational / Vocational and General. 
 
“The ATOM Awards program is designed to acknowledge the work that our current and future 
talent is contributing to the big screen, across a wide range of media,” commented Amber Nelson, 
ATOM Awards Spokesperson.

Ruby Rabbit

From the bright lights and big stage to an intimate funky venue space Ruby Rabbit, Future 
Entertainment continue to welcome high profile local and international artists at their weekly 
‘Fanclub Fridays’ and ‘Yellow on Saturdays’. With French DJ/Producer ‘Tepr’ on Friday 24th April 
and local Australian artists ‘The Ashton Shuffle’ on Anzac Night, in these three different levels with 
brand new spaces to explore, it’s no surprise the Sydney social set have taken up residence. 
 
Fanclub Fridays 
Date: Friday 24th April 
Level One:  
TEPR (PARIS) 
Dangerous Dan  
Mik Menace 
Art Killers 
 
De Nom: 
U-Go-B 
The Johnson 
 
Yellow on Saturdays 
Date: Saturday 25th April 
Level One:  
Aston Shuffle  
Hey Now? 
Gameboys 
Impossibles 
Joshy Flanagan 
Nad 
 
De Nom:  
Anna Lunoe 
Dan Ne Caires 
Trent Rackus 
Bobby Disco

Prahran Market launches dietary education tours

Venue 163-185 Commerical Road, South Yarra 3141

Date tours will start in May 

Time for 1 hour 

Tickets A group for $50 for 1 hour or a personalised tour one on one for $75 for one and a 
half hours.

Bookings 03 8290 8220.

Have you or a family member been newly diagnosed with a condition and need information and 
advice on what is best for you to eat/not eat and why? Or do you have an existing condition but 
need inspiration and advice on how to eat a more varied diet? Prahran Market can now help! 
 
In what we believe is an Australian first, Prahran Market in conjunction with dietician and food 
demonstrator, Joanna Shinewell, is proud to launch a personalised service of guided tours in front 
of fresh produce that will empower people to manage their health. 
 
Specific tours will be run with respect to: 
-Managing diabetes 
- Living with cancer 
-Kidney disease 
-Controlling cholesterol 
-Heart disease 
-Pregnancy and breast feeding 
-Maximising your health and boosting immune systems 
-Other tours with specific requirements can be arranged on request 
 
Joanna will provide tour participants with: 
-Sound knowledge about produce that is good for them to eat and, if they are unfamiliar with it, 
advice on how it is best cooked at home. 
-Information of produce and products they should limit in their diets to help manage their 
conditions 
-Tastings 
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-Take home sheets and recipes 
 
Joanna is a registered health practitioner so patients with health insurance may be able to claim 
on this service (depending on their individual cover). 

Class Clowns Teenage Gala

Venue Melbourne Town Hall

Date Friday 24 April, 

Time 1:00pm

Hosted by SAM SIMMONS, with a feature performance by BO BURNHAM 
 
New in 2009, the Class Clowns Teenage Gala is an L-plated version of the Comedy Festival Gala, 
showcasing some of the best Aussie comedians under 20. The line-up includes previous Class 
Clowns contestants, young RAW contestants and other impressively refreshing up-and-coming 
talent from across the country. 

The Copabella Classic

Venue Princess Anne Arena, St Ives Showground, Sydney

Date 25th and 26th of April

Time 8.00am until 5.30pm

Tickets Free entry for the general public

The Copabella Classic is one of Australia’s Premier Showjumping events. 
 
Join both Australian and International Olympic showjumpers and the cream of the industry for a 
weekend filled with the thrill, excitement and glamour of showjumping and dressage.  
 
Taking place in the scenic Princess Anne Arena, St Ives Showground, the Copabella Classic is a 
great day out for the whole family. The Classic provides a great backdrop for a picnic – dogs 
welcome.  
 
Across the weekend there will also be Fashions on the Field, a champagne tent, VIP Marquee and 
trade stalls.

'Returning Sudanese' Comedy Show

Venue Northcote Town Hall, Studio 1, 189 High Street, Northcote

Date 17, 18, 19, 24, 25 & 26 April (Friday to Sunday)

Time 7:00pm

Tickets $20.00 full, $15.00 concession, $10.00 groups of 10 or more

Bookings northcotetownhall.com.au / 03 9481 9500

Akoch Manhiem arrived in Australia as a Sudanese ‘Lost Boy’. He’s returning to his village for the 
first time in almost a decade. His bags are packed and his flag is in hand – but will he return 
Sudanese? 
 
Also starring comedian Trent McCarthy and singer Ajak Kwai, Returning Sudanese is the hilarious 
and heartfelt sequel to last year’s sell-out show, Turning Sudanese, which followed McCarthy’s 
amusing integration into Melbourne’s Sudanese community. 
 
This groundbreaking new comedy, which premieres this Friday, 17 April at Northcote Town Hall, 
follows Akoch’s journey from a world of cars and electricity to a far flung village steeped in tribal 
customs. The show combines hilarious video footage from Akoch’s recent trip to Sudan with fast-
paced theatrical storytelling and musical interludes. 
 
Audiences will be captivated by Akoch’s natural charm and comic talent, as he encounters a suite 
of colourful characters portrayed by Trent McCarthy. 
 
McCarthy’s previous shows include Who is Abdul Smith? (Melbourne Fringe 2008), Turning 
Sudanese (MICF 2008) and Confessions of a Talkback Junkie (MICF 2007). He also appears in the 
quirky political satire, Mo the Plumber in this year’s Comedy Festival, alongside Mohammed El-
leissy. 
 
Returning Sudanese is a show you won’t forget, and the type of comedy we need to see more of 
in Melbourne.

Trade Aid show of 2009

Venue Trades Hall, corner of Lygon & Victoria Streets, Carlton

Date April 11 and 18

Time 11.30 PM (90 mins)

Tickets
Full $20, Concession $10, Groups (6 or more)$15 or Full $30.00, Concession 
$20.00, Groups (6 or more) $25.00

Bookings Online - comedyattrades.com.au: Telephone 03 9775 3797 and at the door.

After the roaring success of the first Trade Aid show of 2009 – The Anarchist Guild Social 
Committee AGM, the good times and good vibes continue with too more spectacular shows: 
 
So You Drink? You Can Dance! is back and this time they're doing it for a good cause! Miss Anna 
and Mister Nick want to see your moves and we're offering glamorous prizes for the best and of 
course the worst. Backed by a live band featuring Casey Bennetto (Evening – A Cabaret), Enio 
Pozzebon (Kiosk), Eden Ottignon (Kiosk) and Alon Ilsar (The Colors), you too can cut-the-rug with 
the best of them at So You Drink? You Can Dance! this Saturday 11th of April. Dress up, get a 
cocktail into you and hit the floor! 
 
Amongst the special guests on the night will be Oliver Clark, Andrew McClelland, Felicity Redman-
Wills, The Birdman, Aurora Kurth and The Boy With Tape On His Face. 
 
Proceeds go to Autism Victoria 
 
Round out the good works, on Saturday 18th April the ASRC Benefit returns. Last year our star-
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studded line-up tackled Prince. Now Major Tom's getting a workout in Life on Mars? So who is 
included in Casey Bennetto and Scott Edgar’s line up this year? 
 
Among those covering Bowie’s greatest hits we have Heath McIvor, Steven Gates, Clare Bowditch, 
Geraldine Quinn, Jordie Lane, Tasha Coates (The Audreys), Tim Minchin, The Bedroom 
Philosopher, Wes Snelling and many, many more! Who will tackle Starman? Will there be a fight 
over who gets to do Rebel Rebel? And will anyone dare to cover the songs from The Labyrinth, let 
alone try to wear those pants!? 
 
Proceeds go to Asylum Seekers’ Resource Centre

Upfront

Venue Melbourne Town Hall

Date Monday 20 April

Time 7.30pm

Tickets Full $38.50, Concession $27.50, Group of 6 or more/Laugh Park $32.50

Bookings ticketmaster 1300 660 019 or www.comedyfestival.com.au

Upfront is the best of the Comedy Festival’s stars in bras. A hilarious hall-full of the funniest 
women from Australia and overseas. 
 
Hosted by HANNAH GADSBY and CORINNE GRANT 
Starring Celia Pacquola, Sarah Millican, Denise Scott, Fiona O'Loughlin, Josie Long, Susanna Brisk, 
Yana Alana, Astrid Punkte, Geraldine Hickey, Andrea Powell, Catherine Deveny, George McEncroe 
and Maeve Higgins 
 
Coming off the back of the 2008 Comedy Festival at which four out of six of the Barry Award 
nominees were lady laughers, this girls’ Gala is going to to off! 

The Pureste Mother of All Galas 

Venue The Enmore Theatre, Enmore Rd, Sydney

Date Thursday 7th May 

Time @ 8pm

Tickets $32, Conc & Groups 6+ $28.00

Bookings 9020 6966 or www.sydneycomedyfest.com.au

Following on from last year’s debut sell out success, The Pureste Mother of All Galas is back in 
2009! 
 
Presented by Pureste, Australia’s first and only new range of sterilised feminine care products 
founded by Australian women, the Pureste Mother of All Galas will bring together some of the 
funniest ladies on the planet to deliver an explosive night of comedy about mothers, mothering, 
life, the universe and all things female. 
 
The line up will include, among others: 
Julia Morris 
DeAnne Smith (CAN) 
Amelia J Hunter 
Jackie Loeb 
Hannah Gadsby 
Felicity Ward  

La Voce: A gourmet night of Italian fare with Opera Australia

Date Saturday 9 May 2009

Tickets $250 PER PERSON

Bookings Opera Australia: 02 9318 8335

On Saturday 9 May 2009, Opera Australia will present La Voce, a sumptuous evening of gourmet 
food and wine, aimed at celebrating and supporting the creative development of young artists. 
 
200 guests will be invited to step inside the creative engine room of Opera Australia, the Paint 
Dock at the Opera Centre in Surry Hills Sydney, where the scenery for new productions is brought 
to life.  
 
For one night only the Paint Dock will be transformed into a Tuscan-style ballroom, where guests 
will be treated to exclusive performances from past and present singers of Opera Australia’s 
Young Artist Program, sopranos Taryn Fiebig and Amy Wilkinson, and tenor David Corcoran. 
 
This year’s guest chef, James Kidman from The Fink Group’s Otto Ristorante, will bring an Italian 
flavour to the occasion, specially creating a three course menu that captures the feel and flavour 
of Italy. The menu will be matched with premium wines from Howard Park Wines. Joining the 
event as Master of Ceremonies is flamboyant conductor and pianist, Brian Castles- Onion. 
 
The event will also feature a silent auction and a limited live auction, conducted by Andrew 
Caillard MW of Langton’s Wine Auctions and Exchange, as well as a Fund-A-Project – an 
opportunity for guests to offer their support for the Moffatt Oxenbould Opera Australia Young 
Artist Program. This program aims at nurturing the development of Australia’s young opera 
singers through unique training and employment opportunities. This year’s artists are Amy 
Wilkinson, Stephen Smith, Andrew Moran, Christopher van Tuinen and David Corcoran.  
 
Auction items at La Voce will include:  
-The Paspaley Pearl Farm Experience – a 5 day pearling adventure in the remote north-western 
Australian coastline 
-A bodice worn by Joan Carden in Otello 
-“La Bella Toscana” - a luxury holiday featuring eight nights in Tuscany courtesy of Diana Eddy 
and Associates 
-A collection of fine French wines from Rupert Rosenblum and Ross Tzannes 
-Premium Australian Wines with original wine labels painted by Ray Crooke, Criss Canning, Robert 
Dickerson and William Robinson 
-4 nights in New Zealand, with Qantas business class return flights, from Small Luxury Hotels of 
the World  
-An exclusive dinner for at Otto Ristorante with tenor David Corcoran created by chef James 
Kidman, or in the Sydney Opera House boardroom with soprano Amy Wilkinson 
-A preview to the Fred Williams exhibition with Rex Irwin Art Dealer, with a private tour followed 
by a cocktail party and recital by Opera Australia’s Henry Choo 
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Luminaire

Date Saturday 2 May 2009 

Tickets
$250 per person and include a very special gift of an A reserve ticket to Aida 
during Opera Australia’s 2009 Spring Season. 

Bookings Simone Collins, 03 9685 3737, or simone.collins@opera-australia.org.au.

On Saturday 2 May 2009 the magnificent heritage-listed Regent Plaza Ballroom situated beneath 
the Regent Theatre in the heart of Melbourne’s Collins Street will be transformed into the 
luxurious setting for Luminaire, Opera Australia's biggest fundraising event of the year in 
Melbourne. 
 
To start the evening, Bollinger invites guests to join them at the Makers Mark Diamond and Pearl 
Bar. There will be just 180 glasses of Bollinger champagne on sale there, each with its own 
individual number attached to the stem of the glass. Every guest that purchases a glass will go in 
the draw to win a beautiful piece of jewellery from Melbourne jewelers Makers Mark. An elegant 
dinner follows. 
 
300 guests will be treated to a sumptuous dinner matched with premium wines at this exclusive 
event. The event will feature special guests from Opera Australia’s production of A Little Night 
Music, including Nancye Hayes, Robert Grubb and Matthew Robinson, as well as performances by 
Opera Australia star, Antoinette Halloran, with renowned actor and impersonator Gerry Connolly 
as master of ceremonies.  
 
Then, of course, there is a live and silent auction. Opera Australia's auctions are famous for their 
range of unique items and this year is no exception including holiday adventures, luxury products 
and operatic money-can’t-buy experiences. The live auction, conducted by Martin Gallon of Martin 
Gallon International Art, will see vigorous bidding for priceless lots including:  
-The chance to own a hand-painted Kimono costume from Madama Butterfly 
-A private viewing of A Street Car Named Desire rehearsal at the Arts Centre followed by dinner 
with the director, Bruce Beresford and his wife 
-Passage for two on Renaissance Tours Cruise, A Festival of Opera and Music, visiting Eden, 
Freycinet, Port Arthur and Hobart 
-Dinner with composer Brett Dean, and tickets to the opening night of his new Australian opera 
Bliss in 2010 
-5 Nights in any Small Luxury Hotel of the world in England, with business class return flights 
-Backstage viewing of The Mikado at the Sydney Opera House, accommodation at Sir Stamford at 
Circular Quay and business class return flights from Qantas 
-A private dinner for ten people at The Victoria Room in Sydney including return Qantas flights  
-The chance to fly a Top Gun fighter jet in Tasmania 
 
The silent auction is also a treasure trove of tantalising items including a luxury New Zealand 
Holiday; a range of getaways, spa treatments and cosmetics; designer clothes; theatre, opera and 
concert tickets and the chance to fly a Vintage Tiger Moth over Port Phillip Bay.  
 
The evening concludes with dancing to the Big Band, the Moovin’n’Groovin’ Orchestra. By the end 
of this glamorous event, Opera Australia hopes to have raised over $100,000 towards its work. 
This year's featured project is The Opera Australia Moffatt Oxenbould Young Artist Program, which 
help nuture the creative development of young artists through unique training and employment 
opportunities. 

Improvisation for Actors

Venue The Space, 318 Chapel Street (cnr. Carlton St), Prahran

Date Wednesdays 29 April - 24 June / 09 or Wednesdays 7 October - 2 December / 09

Time 7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.

Tickets $264 full or $220 with Equity (or other concession

Bookings Mobile: 0417 507 907 publicworkshops@impromelbourne.com.au

"It restored my confidence in myself and in impro. It reminded me to be more playful and daring 
with my craft. I don't think it is any co-incidence that since starting the course I have got 2 
different acting jobs." Participant Actors Workshops 2008 
 
A series of workshops run by professional actors for professional actors to explore spontaneous 
improvisation. 
 
For anyone interested in honing their impro skills for: 
 
-Auditions 
-Stage work 
-Rehearsal techniques 
-Improvised work for theatre or television 
 
Workshops will be responsive to participant needs and will cover: 
 
-Impro basics (spontaneity, being present, removing fear) 
-Scene work (inspiring your partner, using offers, developing a narrative, playing the moment) 
-Character work (discovery through impulse, offers and response) 
-Releasing creative blocks (playing the moment with commitment, leaping into the unknown) 
 
The Instructors: 
Patti Stiles is in demand worldwide as an improvisation performer and teacher. Her interpretation, 
and extension of Johnstone's work and philosophy, combined with her wealth of performance 
experience has made her a "must have" teacher for performers and companies wishing to create 
spontaneous theatre with fine skill, strong narrative and style. She has taught at Central School of 
Speech and Drama and RADA in London. 
 
Jenny Lovell has been performing in theatre, film and TV for over 20 years. She has performed, 
directed and taught impro in Sydney, Melbourne and overseas in USA, Canada and Hong Kong. 
Television and film appearances include: Prisoner, Picnic At Hanging Rock, and Gallipoli. 
 
Lliam Amor is an actor, writer and illustrator. Currently teaching drama at Deakin University he 
has had over 15 years experience in the world of improvisation. Television and theatre 
appearances include: Celebrity Theatresports, Late Night Impro, Thank God You're Here, The 
Micallef Program, Neighbours, MDA and various TV commercials. 

Crusty Demons Beyond the Apocalypse Tour 2009

Venue Rod Laver Arena

Date Fri 15 & 16 May

Time 7.15pm

Bookings www.ticketek.com.au
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Mathrick Green Rodeo 2009

Venue Rod Laver Arena

Date Sat 9 May

Time 7pm

Bookings www.ticketek.com.au

Shorts@falls short film competition 

Date Entries Close 16 April 2009

Bookings www.fallscreek.com.au/filmfestival

The Shorts@falls short film competition has an industry sponsored prize pool valued at over 
$90,000 awarded by an independent jury and includes Best Director, Best Script and Special Jury 
recognition and new for 2009, craft awards for sound and cinematography. 
 
filmfest@falls spans the queen’s birthday weekend and celebrates the opening of ski season, 5-7 
June 2009, in Falls Creek, with an après ski opening night event, followed by two days of short 
films, new and revisited features, screening programs, live script reads, and closing with the sixth 
annual snow dome awards. 

Ruby Rabbit & De Nom: Break Out on Sunday

Venue 231 Oxford Street, Darlinghurst

Date Sunday 12th April

Time from 10pm

Tickets $15 on the door

First Floor: The Swat Dj’s,The Impossibles, Jackal vs Elroy, Audiophilez and Ryza 
De Nom: Moniker, Sound Hustla and Special Guests
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